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It is well known to every chemist, 
that common Salt contains the mine- 
ral alkali, in the proportion of 53 
parts in 100, Could the govern- 
ment of this country be induced to 
allow the soda manufacturer the free 
use of this salt/ or of sea water, un- 
<Jer proper restrictions, we venture 
to predict, that Great Britain and 
Ireland would soon render them- 
selves independent of foreign na- 
tions for barilla, as well as of a large 
proportion of the pot and pearl-ashes 
•which are used. 

The manufacture of soda, of an 
excellent quality, has already made 
rapid advances, even under the pre- 
sent restrictions, at London, New- 
castle, and Glasgow. At the latter 
place, and its neighbourhood, no less 
a quantity than 500 tons is manufac- 
tured annually ; and large establish- 
ments are daily forming for increas- 
ing this quantity. It is much to be 
regretted, that the manufacture of 
this article, which is of so much con- 
sequence to bleaching, dyeing, the 



manufactures of glass and soap, as 
well as to many other important 
branches of commerce, should be 
shackled by absurd and impolitic re- 
strictions. 



|n addition to-this copious account 
of bleaching, we are permitted by 
the Belfast Foundry Company to 
insert the annexed plate of a new 
manner of setting furnaces which 
they have recommended. From prac- 
tical experience it has been found that 
by this mod* very large savings may 
be made in the consumption of fuel. 
As in every improvement many ob- 
stacles occur, from the obstinacy of 
workmen, it will be necessary for the 
proprietors of bleachjjreensto give at- 
tention themselves in the first, carrying 
of this plan of setting furnaces into 
execution, so that the just principles 
of scientific knowledge may triumph 
over the obstacles which ignorance 
and presumption so frequently throw 
in the way of improvement. 
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mittee fur promoting the Second Edition 
cf" Dr. Dickson's Narrative," to the per- 
torn who had the managment of the sale. 

Sir, 
The gentlemen composing the Commit- 
tee for furthering the sale of the Rev. 
Steel Dickson's most interesting and im- 
portant Narrative, have the honour of in- 
forming you, that the second edition of 
that truly valuable work, is now publish- 
ed, and ready for delivery. 

The well-earned eminence, and unsullied 
fame, long since acquired by this undaunt- 
ed patriot, and true christian Divine, 
renders, on the- present occasion, any en- 
comiastic tribute to his virtues altogether 
superfluous ; but, Sir, it is most fit, that 
you, and every other Irishman, who loves 
his country, and deplores her destiny, 



should be made acquainted with the perse- 
cutions, private, as well as public, under 
which the early and eloquent preacher of 
Universal Toleration is, at this moment, 
writhing, for having had the manliness to 
come forward and expose government 
tyranny, and synodical profligacy, to the 
abhorrence and contempt of the Em- 
pire. 

His person having, on a late occasion, 
miraculously escaped assassination, all the 
efforts of his, and Ireland's enemies, are 
now put forth to wrest from him the 
scanty resources which (after a long life of 
benevolence and charity,) remain for the 
support of a beloved wife and family. He 
has to contend at once with the unfeeling 
creditor in private, and the beneficed 
apostate intolerant in public; to the latter 
he has already opposed the irresistible 
voice of truth, the broad display of irre» 
futable. facts ; in disarming the former, 



